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My name is Dona McGee, I was born and brought up in the rural area of South Texas to a family with limited income and no health insurance. My life has been marked with countless journeys that have conferred to me important experiences and truths. To start with, I vividly remember my health challenges when I was growing up. I often stayed awake for many nights due to endless coughing and wheezing. Actually, I was the first person in our family to be diagnosed with asthma. The most worrying part was not my health condition, but the fact that access to primary healthcare services was extremely challenging. Most surprisingly, the situation is almost the same three decades down the line. I therefore feel indebted  to acquire the necessary training and licensing that would enable me go back to the rural setting and give back to the community by helping in filling the void. To quote Paul Bunyon, “You have not lived today, until you have done something for someone who can never repay you.” I am therefore convinced that my plan will not be in vain. 
Having acquired my BSN successfully, I sought to begin my nursing career as a paramedic. Throughout my practice as a paramedic, I have always worked in the emergency room (ER).While working in the ER; my duties and responsibilities have often entailed being in charge and/or precepting new employees. Throughout the practice, my eyes were opened to the powerful impact nurses can have on a patient’s overall health and well-being. As an ER nurse for the past 10 years, I can attest to the effects of overcrowding and boarding on both patients and staff. Indeed, while working in the ER department, I gained exposure to patients coming from different cultures, which has been a vital influencer to my strong personality. Some of my most rewarding experiences as a nurse has been providing care to the underserved, vulnerable, and disenfranchised population. In addition, I have had the pleasure of working alongside at least 10 nurses throughout the years who have gone on the graduate from your nurse practitioner program.
Having experienced the challenges that patients go through with the healthcare system, I believe I am now more than ready to take another broad step towards advancing my nursing career to equip me with more skills for being part of the solution. Considering this fact, coupled with my strong personality, I expect that I will contribute much more towards a better healthcare in our country, and more specific to my rural community.
I have a firm conviction that the Master in Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) program will improve my nursing skills thus improve my efficiency in the places where I will be providing my professional competencies. That is why I am more than ready and motivated to enroll for a Masters course. I believe that when afforded the opportunity, my aspirations for blending practice skills and experiences with the new knowledge will help towards contributing positively in the provision of high quality and better healthcare in our country.
